Selling Your Birthright
for a Mess of Pottage

Last week: Missions Conference. Start Up, Stand Up, Show Up, Speak Up
(for many it is old news, for some it is not news, for some a conviction,
others an exhortation, some a breath of fresh air, others trying to ward it
off.)

1. Those who believe in Jesus Christ are born again and have an

eternal inheritance. (Say: | have a birthright) 1 Pet 1:22-25
Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of
the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 23 for you have been
born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the
living and abiding word of God. 24 For, "All flesh is like grass, And all its glory like
the flower of grass. The grass withers, And the flower falls off, 25 But the word of
the Lord abides forever. "

Rights of firstborn:

Double portion: double blessing.

Priesthood: where it starts. Living sacrifice?

Rulership: over your life, in submission to God? Authority?

2. The Holy Spiritin us is God’s Seal of Approval. Eph 1:11-14
(Say: I have the Holy Spirit in me.)

also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12 to the end that we
who were the first to hope in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In
Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation
— having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,
14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of
God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

3. The inheritance is a special blessing of heaven. 1 Pet 1:3-6
(Say: | am eternally blessed.)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5
who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

4, The Quantity and Quality of Inheritance is based on “walking in a
manner worthy of the Lord.” (Say: | am to walk worthy of Him)
Col 1:9-14

For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for
you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the



Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all power, according to
His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously 12
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the
saints in light. 13 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins

5. The Quantity and Quality of inheritance is determined by the Fruit
which the Holy Spirit produces through us as we “crucify our flesh.”
Gal 5:22-24

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24

Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions

and desires.

6. There will be a Day of Judgment for Believers. 2 Cor 5:6-10

Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at
home in the body we are absent from the Lord — 7 for we walk by faith, not by
sight — 8 we are of good courage, | say, and prefer rather to be absent from the
body and to be at home with the Lord. 9 Therefore also we have as our ambition,
whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

7. The inheritance can be wasted. Luke 15:11-32

And He said, "A certain man had two sons; 12 and the younger of them said to
his father,” Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me." And he
divided his wealth between them. 13 "And not many days later, the younger son
gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and
there he squandered his estate with loose living. 14 "Now when he had spent
everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be in
need. 15 "And he went and attached himself to one of the citizens of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 "And he was longing to fill his
stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving
anything to him. 17 "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my
father's hired men have more than enough bread, but | am dying here with
hunger! 18 'l will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 19 | am no longer worthy to be called
your son; make me as one of your hired men. ™ 20 "And he got up and came to
his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, and felt
compassion for him, and ran and embraced him, and kissed him. 21 "And the
son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and in your sight; | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 "But the father said to his slaves, '‘Quickly
bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals
on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24



for this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has
been found." And they began to be merry. 25 "Now his older son was in the field,
and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26
"And he summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these things
might be. 27 "And he said to him, "Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.' 28
"But he became angry, and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and
began entreating him. 29 "But he answered and said to his father, 'Look! For so
many years | have been serving you, and | have never neglected a command of
yours; and yet you have never given me a kid, that | might be merry with my
friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with
harlots, you killed the fattened calf for him." 31 "And he said to him, 'My child, you
have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 'But we had to be
merry and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and
was lost and has been found." "

8. Unrepentant sin has eternal cost. 1 Cor 6:9-11

Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate,
nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you;
but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God. Gal 5:18-22 But if you are
led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are
evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities,
strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which | forewarn you just as |
have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God.

9. Trading an inheritance for a “mess of pottage” occurs when:

A. Personal “hungers” drive our life. Rom 6:12-14
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should
obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the members of your
body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members
as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not be
master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.

B. Temptation consistently wins the battles. James 1:13-16
Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God";
for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt
anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and
enticed by his own lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives
birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.
(Spouse, family, co-workers, authorities, subordinates, friends, )



C.

Fame = want to be recognized, appreciated, thought well of,
considered valuable

Fortune = money, main course of your thoughts,

Power = want some authority or some kind, defined and usable
Pleasure = owed leisure, earned it, deserve it, may be true but
a pit.

Physical life is more important than spiritual life. Heb 2:14-16
Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might
render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil;
15 and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject
to slavery all their lives.

Our focus is on time not eternity. Col 3:1-4

What you have rather than what has you. What you can get rather
than what gets to you. What you will leave in earthly inheritance
rather than what you will send on ahead.

If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2
Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on
earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will
be revealed with Him in glory.




